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“Something I don’t remember has done
Something I can’t see and made me
Someone I don’t know”
Mel Ashwin
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Trustees report 2014/2015
Objects of the The Acquired Brain Injury Trust
The objects of the Acquired Brain Injury Trust are to support the re-education, rehabilitation and
improvement of quality of life of people in Worcestershire and adjoining counties who have suffered
an acquired brain injury due to accident, stroke or otherwise, and as a result have experienced loss
of communication, cognitive and/or motor skills as well as personal confidence.
After a difficult year, the Trust is moving forward to refocus its work, review its legal status and
constitution, and adjust the services it provides to respond to changed circumstances and ensure
that those with an acquired brain injury can continue to receive specialist support.

Facts about brain Injury
At any one time about 1,000,000 people in the UK are living with the results of a head injury. The
effects may be devastating, affecting not only the injured person, but also family, friends and work
colleagues. The problems that arise do not always depend on the severity of the injury. People with
an apparently minor injury may experience difficulties with memory, concentration, communication,
problem solving, mood and personality changes, as well as fatigue and intolerance to their
environment. People with more severe injuries may in addition experience complex physical and
sensory difficulties. Stroke can have similar effects – about 100,000 people each year will experience
their first stroke, of whom 10,000 are under the age of 55.

Background of the Acquired Brain Injury Trust
The Trust, then known as the Acquired Aphasia Trust, was formed as a registered charity in 1991 to
raise funds to support the work of the Acquired Brain Injury Education Service (ABIES), itself virtually
unique in providing a community based service for those who had suffered a brain injury. The
Trustees received a lottery grant to create a purpose built centre, owned by the Trust, in the grounds
of what is now South Worcestershire College in Evesham.
The Trust raised money to fund the salaries of three members of
ABIES staff, who were employed by the College. Over the course
of ten years, no less than £700,000 was raised by the Trust from
grant-giving trusts and foundations and from local fundraising.
As well as funding these salaries, the donations were used to
help students who were unable to pay course fees, to provide
equipment, and to part-fund a mini-bus. Students were based
either at the Acquired Brain Injury Centre in Evesham, or at other
further education colleges around Worcestershire, with staff
being advised and supported by the specialist staff from ABIES.
A total of more than 150 students in any one year were able to
access specially designed courses in subjects ranging from
literacy and IT to horticulture, art, woodwork and health living.
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Comments from ABI gardening group
I took up gardening which helped me physically and again with self-conﬁdence,
organisation and team work and gave me a sense of real self-worth. When you look back
at what I have achieved as a group it makes me very proud. Before I had the stroke and
came to the ABI, I didn’t realise how awesome, brave and thoroughly decent that a lot
of disabled people can be and sometimes I look in awe of some of the people I have met.
And I would like to thank the ABI for giving me my life back.
SJ Williams

Being a member of the gardening group I found very interesting and enjoy
the working outside. I’m very proud to say I attend the ABI unit at South
Worcestershire College.
M W Martin

I feel empowered by the ABI team to conquer my disability in the garden.

I enjoy gardening and it has made me conﬁdent.

S Craig

T Mc Leod

Having joined the gardening group this year I have enjoyed working with my
fellow students on various tasks and picked up useful hints and tips to use in my
garden. This is a great way to carry on my re-hab, following my stroke.
D Webb
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Events of the past year
A number of factors conspired to make the past year an extremely difficult one for the Trust:
government funding for further education has been drastically reduced in recent years, even for those
with specialist needs, while at the same time the national economic climate has made fundraising from
grant-giving trusts and foundations more difficult. The Trust found its resources reduced to the point
where it could no longer provide financial support for ABIES.
Students who had previously followed the individually designed courses provided by ABIES, while
being enrolled with South Worcestershire College, would in future have courses provided directly by
College staff at the ABI Centre.
During the year a number of meetings were held with Headway,
the charity whose clients have also suffered brain injury, with a
view to possible co-operation. Although no formal relationship was
established, it was agreed that the Acquired Brain Injury Trust and
Headway would aim to work together should opportunities arise.
In the summer of 2014 the Trustees received a generous donation of
excellent new flooring for part of the ABI Centre from Karndean, a
locally based flooring company.
It was with regret that during the course of the year, the Trustees
accepted the resignation of Mr. Ray Phillips due to ill health. Mr.
Phillips had been Chairman of the Trustees for a number of years,
and his hard work and dedication would be much missed. Mr.
Michael Gage agreed to become Acting Chairman until a permanent
replacement could be appointed.

Fundraising
Despite the difficult financial climate, fundraising has continued, and donations have been received
from a number of loyal supporters. We are grateful to a number of local organisations for their
continued donations: the Lygonian Singers. Mrs Wingett’s swimming group, Evesham Masonic Trust
and the Evesham Rotary Club Tree of Light. The Trust is indebted to Cllr. Charles Tucker for his success
in raising funds by organising a Readathon during his second term as Mayor of Pershore, and to Abbey
Park Middle School, who presented a cheque with money they raised as part of that event.
We have also been fortunate in receiving donations from a
number of charitable trusts and foundations: The Lynn Foundation,
Harford Charitable Trust, Kate Wellings Trust, C.B. and H.H.
Taylor Charitable Trust, Grimmitt Trust, R.D. Turner Charitable
Trust, Kenneth and Grace Morris Charitable Trust, the LJC Fund,
John Martin Charity, W.E.D Charitable Trust, Arden Trust and the
British Homing World Show of the Year. The final instalment from
the legacy of Mr Peter Smith, a former student, has also been
received. Some generous past supporters, such as the Eveson
Trust, have assured us of help in the future.
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In August 2014 Mr. Peter Gordon, a past student of ABIES and now a Trustee, undertook an arduous
and successful sponsored cycle ride from Lands End back to Evesham in aid of the Trust. Such local
fundraising efforts demonstrate that services for those with an acquired brain injury are virtually
unknown and very much valued by the community.

Citation for Mike Griffin
Mike attends the Acquired Brain Injury Centre for Art
sessions each week. He had a stroke in 1993 and was
paralysed down his right side. He had to learn to walk
and learn to write and draw with his left hand. Whilst
attending the centre Mike has been and continues to
be a real inspiration, he has overcome adversity, made
new friends, shared experiences and discovered a new
talent for Art which he loves.
This year he was entered in to the beginners section of
an Art and Well-being Award by his art tutor. Mike won
this category for his painting of the Wedding day of the
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and received his prize
at the House of Lords earlier this year, as well as thanks from
Kensington Palace for his gift of a copy of the painting.
He shows that with determination, effort and a positive outlook, you can have a very fulfilling
and proactive life, following a brain injury. Many congratulations.

Plans for the future
The Trustees decided that the Acquired Aphasia Trust was a name which, though accurate, was
little understood by non-specialists. The Charity Commission agreed to a change of name, and
from 1 April 2015 the Trust will be a charitable incorporated organisation (CIO), the Acquired Brain
Injury Trust (registered number 1159543). The Trustees are most grateful for the help and advice
provided by Mr. David Greer of solicitors Thomson and Bancks in facilitating this change.
The Trust has been accepted by Worcestershire County Council to receive support through their
Changing Futures Fund, and Trustees will have guidance on “New Ways of Working” in their
determination to take the Trust forward and repeat their former success.
Partnership between the Acquired Brain Injury Trust and South Worcestershire College is crucial
to supporting brain injured students and the Trustees hope that regular dialogue between the two
organisations will ensure that both work in the best interests of the students. Trustees will ensure
that the views of students and their families are heard. They see their role as providing funds for
such essentials as transport, help with course fees if needed, equipment such as laptops, and of
course in continuing to provide the safe and welcoming environment of the ABI Centre, which is
much valued by students.

4

Trustees
Mr. Michael Gage
Mr. Paul Chandler
Mr. Russell Good
Mr. Peter Gordon
Lady Carolyn Harford
Mrs. Lesley Kewley
Mrs. Barbara McLaren
Mr. Ray Phillips
Mr. Anthony Preece
Mr. Richard Sharples

Acting Chairman
Resigned April 2014
Resigned March 2015

Independent examiner of the accounts

Mr. R. Stokes

Resigned May 2014, due to ill-health
Hon. Treasurer
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No fees or reimbursements were received by any Trustees.
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2015
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